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of Christ; at the left, that of the Virgin. To the left of this
may hang the ikon of the patron saint. Saint George, the
Forty Martyrs, etc., are common subjects. Sometimes pict-
ures of the twelve apostles are ranged along the top of the
ikonostasis. Pictures in modern style may be found in
the United churches; with the Maronites the seven stations
of the cross are common. Parry states that the only pict-
ure strictly allowed in Syrian churches is a portrait of the
founder frescoed on the wall. He adds that most churches
contain pictures either as frescos or framed paintings, but
that these are modern and little venerated.1 Some years ago
I found elaborate frescos, by no means modern, on the
walls of the Jacobite church at Sudud, representing, among
other subjects, a spirited fresco of the last judgment, and
a picture of a robust sea-monster either swallowing or dis-
charging the Prophet Jonah, who was dressed in full epis-
copal canonicals, with meekly folded arms.
The sanctuary (Arabic: hai'kal, or temple) is usually
approached by one step. In Greek churches the central
part is called the bema, the northern part the prothesis, and
the southern part the vestry; but often the three parts form
a single chamber. At the east end there is usually an apse,
where is placed the patriarch's chair. At the cathedral
church of Saint Mark's, at Alexandria, the apse is stepped,
as in the old basilicas, the patriarchal throne being in the
centre of the top step, while the bishops are ranged around.2
The patriarch also has a chair in the nave. The high altar
is called, both in Greek and in Arabic, simply the table.
It is often, but not necessarily, surmounted by a canopy
or dome, supported by four pillars, like an open belfry.3
This is wanting in the cathedral church of Alexandria.
On the table should always be found a cross, a lighted
'See "Six Months In a Syrian Monastery," p. 334, by O. H. Parry
(London, 1895).
2 A similar stepped apse was found near the pool of Siloam in exca-
vating a church dating from the fifth or sixth century. The steps,
however, were too narrow for seats. Sec " Excavations at Jerusalem,
1894-1897," p. 204, plate 18, by Bliss and Dickie,
8 Found also in Jacobite churches.

